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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on July 13, 2017. 

Mayor Lee Czerwonka called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

The Boy Scout Troop #0299 led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Vice Mayor Tom Adamec, Councilman Pramod Jhaveri, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Councilman Marc Sirkin, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, Councilman Robert Ryan, 

and Mayor Lee Czerwonka  

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, Clerk of 

Council Jamie Eifert, Assistant City Manager Kelly Harrington, 

Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Parks & Recreation Director Chuck 

Funk, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Fire Chief Rick 

Brown, Administrative Assistant Karla Plank, and interested 

citizens 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – Consideration of the 2018 Tax Budget  

Mayor Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2017-36 in its entirety.   

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-36 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A 2018 TAX BUDGET 

 WHEREAS, a tentative budget for the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, for 2018 has been presented to Council at 

a public hearing held July 13, 2017, as required by law; and 

 WHEREAS, notice of this public hearing has been made in the June 14, 2017 edition of the Northeast 

Suburban Life in compliance with requirements stipulated by the Ohio Revised Code and the Hamilton County 

Auditor’s Office. 

 Be it resolved by the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, 

SECTION I. 

 The budget of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, for the year 2018 heretofore filed in tentative form be, and the 

same is hereby adopted; and the Clerk of Council is hereby directed to forward a copy of same to the Hamilton 

County Auditor no later than July 20, 2017. 

SECTION II. 

 This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its adoption as provided in Section 

17.07 of Article XVII of the Charter of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio. 

City Manager David Waltz explained that the 2018 tax budget is part of a preliminary process 

required annually by the Hamilton County Auditor’s office.  The numbers reflect preliminary 

forecasted amounts.  The full detailed budget will be presented in the Fall.  

In response to Councilman Ryan’s question, Treasurer Sherry Poppe indicated that some 

accounts have non-recurring revenues that result in fluctuations.   

There being no further questions or comments, the public hearing was declared closed at 

7:05 P.M.  

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilwoman Stoller requested the Nature Playscape presentation be given at the 

beginning of the meeting rather than under Miscellaneous Business on the Agenda for the 

benefit of the Boy Scout Troop attending the meeting. 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Sirkin seconded to accept the modified agenda. A 

voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

4. PUBLIC HEARING – 7:05PM – Consideration of the 2018 Tax Budget  

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
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6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of June 8, 2017 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

c. Mayor’s Report – June 2017 

d. Financial Report – Motion to accept the report for June 2017 

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2017-36,  adopting the 2018 Tax Budget  

2. Ordinance No. 2017-8,  amending Chapters 131 of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2017-37,  approving MKSK fee schedule to design the Nature Playscape at 

Summit Park  

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2017-9,   amending and enacting certain sections of Part 5 (General Offenses 

Code), Part 7 (Business Regulation Code), and Part 13 (Building 

Code) of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances (first reading) 

2. Resolution No. 2017-38,  authorizing an economic development agreement with Kenwood 

Blue Ash Development, LLC  

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

a. Nature Playscape Presentation  

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

a. Economic Development Assistance – to consider confidential information related to the marketing plans, 

specific business strategy, production techniques, trade secrets, or personal financial statements of an 

applicant for economic development assistance, or with respect to negotiations with other political 

subdivisions regarding requests for economic development assistance. 

b. Personnel Matters – to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, promotion, 

demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

City Manager David Waltz explained that in the long-term master plan of Summit Park, the 

City budgeted in 2017 a secondary playscape area.  Parks & Grounds Superintendent Brian 

Kruse will provide Council with an update of the design.  Phase 1 of the master plan included 

the property around the great lawn, restaurants, and up to the tower (social zone) which is a 

heavily programmed, active and animated area.  The area from the tower to the wooded 

area is Phase 2 which the City has been working on over the year.  The last area for 

development is the woods on both sides of the old airport taxiway.  The plan is to leave the 

area in its natural state and unprogrammed.  The City would like to incorporate additional 

elements in Phase 2 to provide another experience for children and adults versus the more 

refined playground area near the Brown Dog Café.  The following presentation was provided 

to Council.    

  

Mr. Kruse explained how the natural playscape came to be, its benefits, features, and design 

characteristics.    
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Summit Park offers one of the most outstanding play areas in the State of Ohio which offers 

un-prescribed, unstructured, and open-ended play.  90% of the play is undefined and allows 

the children to create how they want to play on it which invokes imagination.   

The proposed Playscape area will be influenced by its surrounding environment that 

incorporates the earth’s elements – sand, water, dirt, sticks, mud, etc., and natural building 

materials.  There will be structures in place but they will primarily be made of wood designed 

to fit into a natural setting.   

  

  

The goal of natural playgrounds/playscapes is to encourage social interaction and create 

interest to other children.  It connects children with nature, evokes creativity and problem 

solving, encourages independence and to be adventurous.  There could be some risks type 

elements in the playscape area; however, not necessarily hazards.  As part of a child’s 

learning process, they need to navigate the risk and learn to make decisions.  The 

Playscape teaches risk taking and forces imaginative play.   

The Cincinnati Nature Center was the first playscape in Cincinnati which is a stellar example 

of Summit Park’s playscape.  Devou Park in Kentucky recently opened a playscape in the 

spring which is equally impressive.    

  

Funding for the playscape was approved by Council in the 2017 budget and includes a 

$250,000 ODNR grant.  The design is expected to be completed by the end of August.  The 

project will be bid in September and brought before Council for approval during the 

September 28
th
 Council meeting.  Construction will begin October or November 2017.   
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Construction will continue through the winter.  Elements will open, upon completion, 

throughout the winter.   

  

Examples of best practices were designed by MKSK.  The construction of the playscape 

project will be managed by the City.   

Water play is the main focus of the playscape.  It is the first area that will be seen when 

entering the playscape.  The depth of the water is shallow but deep enough to have wildlife 

in it.   

Stick play gives children the opportunity to build forts.  There will be a small section where 

children can set up the loose play (sticks) to build creativity.  There are two hide-a-holes to 

allow children to crawl through spaces.   

  

As one walks through the area, it becomes a more hefty play.  Elements are created for 

children of older age and higher ability.  There will be low rope opportunities as well as zip-

line opportunities that will be 2-3 ft. off the ground.  The log play for the older children allows 

for un-prescribed climbing space.   

  

Slide 15 provides a view looking from the bridge over to the water play area.  The ponds 

have a recirculating pump system to allow the water to always be moving to provide water 

quality.   

Slide 16 shows the smaller child area (ages 2-5).  It provides for Hobbit holes, stick play, 

sand play and provides elevation differences.   

  

Slide 17 shows the low ropes and zip line area.  Slide 18 is the log jam.    
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Slide 19 shows the overall plan of Summit Park and the various Playscape areas.   

In response to Mayor Czerwonka’s question, Mr. Kruse indicated that the water play area will 

be self-sufficient since the water supply will be from the pond.  The creek bed may have 

days where it will be dry but there will be water in the upper space.  All materials are natural 

with a life expectancy of 10-15 years, if not longer.  The wood used is very specific and the 

City is working with companies who specialize in this work.   

In addressing Vice Mayor Adamec’s question, Mr. Kruse stated they will be working with a 

third party consultant to ensure the City is creating safe play spaces.  The play areas will be 

assigned to age groups of 2-5 years old and 5-12 years old.  The City has a certified 

playground inspector on staff to maintain all the safety services on the play pieces.  The park 

is use at your own risk.  The Fire Department is working to find appropriate areas where 

AED systems can be installed.   

Mr. Kruse indicated that the playscape area is set up to be self-sufficient.  The current 

playground area in Summit Park has won a number of awards and has been published in a 

number of magazines, including nationally.   

Council expressed their appreciation for the presentation, research, and knowledge to 

incorporate such a great project in Summit Park.  

Mr. Waltz indicated that it has been ten years in developing Summit Park.  There has been a 

lot of staff devotion from every department to ensure the success of Summit Park.  It has 

been a great journey and a testament to Council’s leadership as well as to City employees’ 

dedication.  He appreciated Council’s safety concerns.  Mr. Waltz reminded that when the 

project began, it was determined that the City will be bold and different.  The City continues 

to be bold and this project is one that the City is incorporating to create an atmosphere of 

free play and individuality.  Visitors may leave the Park with scraped knees and scratches, 

but the motive is to give them an experience.  He thanked staff for their hard work and 

commitment.   

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilman Sirkin seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of June 8, 2017.  A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. 

Motion carried. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

c.  
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Mayor's Report – June 2017 

TOTAL RECEIPTS: ..........................................................................................................................................  $12,083.52 
 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

To Blue Ash 

  Fines/costs/Expungements/forfeitures/NSF check charges, vendor permits) ................................. $7,260.00 

To the State of OH: .................................................................................................................................. $3,189.00 

  Victims of Crime ................................................................................................................................... $675.00 

  General Rev Fund ..................................................................................................... now included in 2a below 

 Expungements ........................................................................................................................................... $0.00 

  Indigent Defense Support Fund 2a (Includes STG and bond surcharge) ....................................... $1,930.00 

  Drug Law Enforcement Fund 2b .......................................................................................................... $224.00 

  Justice Program Service Fund 

  Seat Belts ............................................................................................................................................. $360.00 

  Indigent Driver’s Alcohol Trtm’t Fund ..................................................................................................... $96.00 

Refund of Appealed Fines and Costs ............................................................................................................ $0.00 

Refund of overpaid fines ............................................................................................................................... $55.00 

Bond Money applied ....................................................................................................................................... $0.00 

Bond Money returned ............................................................................................................................. $0.00 

Restitution payment ......................................................................................................................... $1,483.52 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ..............................................................................................................................  $12,083.52 

BALANCE IN BONDS:6/30/2017 ............................................................................................................... $400.00 

Mayor’s Court traffic citations ............................................................................................................................... 62 

Mayor’s Court criminal citations ................................................................................................................... 15 

Total Mayor’s Court cases  .......................................................................................................................... 77 

Blue Ash rev. from Mayor’s Ct. Cases:...…………………………………………………………………………….$7,260.00 

d. Financial Report – June 2017 

Councilwoman Stoller moved Councilman Buckman seconded to accept the Financial Report 

for June 2017 as submitted. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion 

carried. 

CITY OF BLUE ASH FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT- MONTH ENDING June 30, 2017 

MONTH TO DATE 2016 2017 
START OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $63,580,116.96  $58,553,061.11 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $2,755,501.08  $3,181,359.40  
 Debt Financing (long term) -  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -                         -  

 Other Revenue Received: 3,259,233.02  1,149,239.45  
 = Total Monthly Receipts  $6,014,734.10  $4,330,598.85 
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments 360,771.67  360,771.67  
 Short term Debt Payments -  -  

 Other Expenditures: $5,131,759.10  $5,753,483.20  
 = Total Monthly Expenditures:  $(5,492,530.77)  $(6,114,254.87) 
END OF MONTH FUND BALANCE:   $64,102,320.29  $56,769,405.09 
     
   
YEAR TO DATE 2016 2017 
START OF YEAR FUND BALANCE:   52,646,983.26  58,212,800.00 
Revenues:     
 Earnings Tax Collections: $19,410,670.82  $19,413,446.96  
 Debt Financing (long term) 9,996,586.80  -  
 Debt Financing (short term) -  -  
 Other Revenue Received: $8,799,724.76  $7,438,804.73  

 = Total YTD Receipts  $38,206,982.38  $26,852,251.69 

     
Expenditures:     
 Long term Debt Payments $1,949,952.96  $2,461,209.21  
 Short term Debt Payments 63,939.74  63,939.74  
 Other Expenditures: $24,737,752.65  $25,770,497.65  
 = Total YTD Expenditures:   $(26,751,645.35)   $(28,295,646.60) 
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YEAR TO DATE FUND BALANCE:   $64,102,320.29  $56,769,405.09 
     

100% of the fund balance was invested as of 6/30/2017  Interest paid to date on matured investments: $168,943.44  Receipt  

and expenditure figures do not include interfund transfers or advances.  All debt includes principal and interest. 

BLUE ASH INCOME TAX DIV. INCOME TAX RECEIPT SUMMARY - MONTH ENDING June 30, 2017 

MONTH TO DATE STATUS: 2016 2017 
 Business Net Profit $615,116.81  $1,011,653.52  
 Resident Net Profit 117,831.36  139,047.06  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 48,979.21  55,182.35  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 11,072.38  21,902.93  

 Net Profit Total  $792,999.76  $1,227,785.86 
 Withholding $1,922,777.63  $1,917,783.41  
 Subcontractor Withholding 39,723.69  35,790.13  

 Withholding Total  $1,962,501.32  $1,953,573.54 

 Monthly Collection Totals  $2,755,501.08  $3,181,359.40 
    15.45% 

     
YEAR TO DATE STATUS:     
 Business Net Profit     $3,328,029.73  $3,468,463.87  
 Resident Net Profit      779,324.46  942,798.33  
 Non-Resident Net Profit 310,929.77  318,842.02  
 Subcontractor Net Profit 75,692.87  129,222.27  
 Net Profit Total  $4,493,976.83  $4,859,326.49 

 Withholding $14,593,330.34  $14,262,347.17  
 Subcontractor Withholding 323,363.65  291,773.30  
 Withholding Total  $14,916,693.99  $14,554,120.47 
 YTD Collection Totals  $19,410,670.82  $19,413,446.96 

    0.01% 

 YTD Refund Totals  $837,631.38  $1,362,822.01 

 
8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Meghan Handler, 9550 West Avenue, stated that she has been working extensively with the 

City regarding the speed of vehicles on West Avenue.  She requested that the City provide 

raw data from a recent two page report that detected radar speeds on West Avenue.  She 

feels the report does not capture what residents are seeing.  Ms. Handler stated that she has 

been threatened multiple times by drivers who had to stop their cars because they almost 

ran into her child.  She feels the street is too narrow to have a 25mph speed limit.  She 

requested that the City provide regulations for street calming.  She also requested Council to 

install speed bumps, sidewalks, and to lower the speed limit on West Avenue.   

George Etesse, 8899 Brittany Drive, feels the southern part of Blue Ash south of Cross 

County Highway doesn’t receive the attention as other areas of the City.  He stated that 

there are residents who do not obey the City codes.  There are RVs sitting in front of homes, 

houses have outside remodel jobs that have not been completed, trees are cut down but not 

cleaned up.  He requested Council to enforce the City property maintenance code violations.  

Charles Stocker, 9628 West Avenue, stated he was disappointed to learn that one of his 

neighbors was threatened by people who do not have a concern for the safety of little 

children or of the property rights of those who live on West Avenue.  There have been many 

complaints about speeders on West Avenue and hopes the City is open to taking adequate 

action.  Mr. Stocker sees beautiful sidewalks throughout the City and requested Council to 

provide a comprehensive report to residents who live on older streets without sidewalks.  

Dennis Sexton, 10807 Wengate Lane, indicated that there have been several problems with 

a house on Creek Road which is across the street from his residence.  He stated the 

property is blight and is causing property values in the neighborhood to go down.  He further 

stated that the residence has a swimming pool that does not meet City regulations and is 

concerned that it will attract insects and mosquitos.  The ducks, turkeys and chicken in the 

back yard of the residence not only causes a noise and odor nuisance, but the waste from 

the fowl is being washed down into the water table that goes into the sewer.  He further 

contends that the fenced in area does not meet City codes and could create a danger to 

neighboring children.  He requested Council to enforce the City property codes in this matter. 
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Paul Ventimiglia, 4230 Creek Road, spoke to Council in response to Mr. Sexton’s remarks 

and indicated that he is not in violation of any of the City codes.  

Mayor Czerwonka and City Solicitor Bryan Pacheco informed Messrs. Sexton and 

Ventimiglia that there is a matter pending in Mayor’s Court and cannot be discussed 

amongst Council.    

Mr. Ventimiglia indicated that what he brings before Council is not relevant to the pending 

litigation and wants to draw a distinction between the motivations of the complaints against 

him.  Mr. Ventimiglia provided photos of his residence who neighbors say is blight.  He 

stated there has been misinformation given to the City Manager’s office and Council, 

Facebook postings defaming him and his family by his neighbors.  Mr. Ventimiglia has been 

in contact with the City Manager’s office and the Police Department concerning the 

purported property code violations; no violations were found.  The Health Department has 

been to his home and also determined there were no violations found.  He does not 

appreciate the neighbors saying vile and unacceptable comments.  He requests Council to 

stop enabling the neighbors’ attacks and misinformation with respect to him and his family.   

Melissa Lewis, 11066 Centennial Avenue, stated she has a child who is in a wheelchair and 

has noticed there is no handicap accessible equipment at Summit Park.  She lives in 

Hazelwood and feels the play area near her home is dated.  She requested Council to 

provide upgrades to the Hazelwood park area to include handicap accessible equipment in 

its City parks.   

Doreen Peters, 10819 Wengate Lane, stated that there are many residents on Wengate 

Lane who are in violation of various property code violations.  Many of the residents are not 

taking care of their yards, cutting the grass, and are leaving garbage cans on the streets.  

She feels there is an issue with speeding and vehicles parking on the wrong side of the 

street.  She requested Council to review Wengate Lane for code violations to help improve 

the neighborhood.  

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 8:12 PM. 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the July 13
th

 Council agenda.  

4.  PUBLIC HEARING – Consideration of the 2018 Tax Budget  

As is customary this time of year, a public hearing for the 2018 Tax Budget will be held July 13, 2017, at 7:05 

PM.  It is necessary to hold a public hearing and to thereafter present Council with a resolution for the Budget's 

acceptance, as has been the practice in the past. A copy of the Tax Budget is available for review by the public. 

Please direct any questions regarding this motion or the tax budget process to the Treasurer. 

9.a.1. Resolution No. 2017-36 adopting the 2018 Tax Budget  

The Ohio Revised Code requires governmental entities throughout Ohio to prepare an annual tax budget, to 

present the budget in a public hearing, and to secure the governing body’s acceptance of the tax budget.  Annual 

tax budgets must be received by the applicable county auditor’s office no later than July 20
th

 of any given year in 

order for the county to set property tax rates and allocate local government funding.  In accordance with the 

necessary notification, a copy of the City’s 2018 Tax Budget was made available for public review in advance of 

the public hearing. 

Although the tax budget process does not compare in detail or complexity to the fall proposed budget, it does 

provide a glance at the upcoming year.  The standard format of the tax budget requires two years of completed 

financial operations, estimates for the current year, as well as predictions for 2018 for both the General Fund and 

the Debt Service Fund.  Other City funds are presented, however the Tax Budget process does not require detail 

information for funds not receiving property tax revenue. 

The information presented for 2017 is based upon the existing budget for this year with the exception of income 

tax collections.  The Tax Budget includes a reduced estimate for total collections in 2017 based on collection 

trends through the first half of 2017.  The 2017 Final Budget included $35,950,000 for total income tax 

collections. 
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Income tax amounts used in the preparation of the tax budget are as follows:  

      

Total 

 

  

 Withholding  

 

 Net Profit  

 

Income Tax 

 
2016 Actual 

 

$28,357,294  1.2% $7,507,317  5.6% $35,864,611 2.0% 

2017 Estimates 

 

$28,457,500  0.4% $7,100,000  -5.4% $35,557,500 -0.9% 

2018 Projection 

 

$28,700,000  0.9% $7,100,000  0.0% $35,800,000  0.7% 

Income tax projections for 2018 provide for a slight increase over the revised 2017 estimates. Although income 

tax collections represent approximately 90% of the City’s General Fund operating revenues, it is important that 

we continue to monitor the other General Fund revenue sources as they continue to level off or decrease.  State 

shared revenues alone (including local government funds and estate tax) negatively affect our operating revenue 

by $1M -$1.3M on an annual basis compared to amounts collected in 2007.  The remaining $350,000 that the 

City receives is also in jeopardy if further state reductions are made to local government funds. 

Routine operating expenditures for 2018 are essentially in-line with 2017 budget levels with the exception of an 

estimated 1-2% increase in salaries and benefits.  A total of $2,460,000 is included for capital and construction 

related items, of which, $1,100,000 is allocated towards our annual paving and sidewalk programs and 

$1,360,000 for customary replacement equipment purchased on an annual basis throughout City departments.  

In addition to capital expenditures, the City will continue to invest in economic development opportunities 

consistent with past levels.  

For purposes of preparing the tax budget, no major capital improvements or borrowing arrangements are 

included for 2018.  As the City continues to plan and evaluate its capital needs, the annual fall budget process 

will likely include recommended funding for specific major capital improvements such as Glendale-Milford road 

improvements associated with the Al. Neyer development adjacent to Summit Park.  

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer or City Manager. 

9.a.2.  Ordinance No. 2017-8 amending Chapter 131 of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances 

Ordinance No. 2017-8 amends and re-enacts Section 131.07 of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances to reflect a 

recommended change to the Position Classification Plan.  

 Addition of the position of Police Technical Services Specialist. This position will accommodate the 

increasing staff time needed for technical related duties (i.e. in-car video/audio and public records 

requests) as well as several other administrative duties. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Police Chief or City Manager. 

9.b.1.  Resolution No. 2017-37 approving MKSK fee schedule to design the Nature Playscape at Summit 

Park  

The Children’s Playscape is an additional playground space within Summit Park that plans to incorporate 

elements of the landscape and natural materials into the play opportunities. 

In an effort to further share the design, a presentation will be given to Council during the meeting that will include 

features of the newly proposed space.  This project is nearing its final design phase with plans to engage bidding 

before the end of the summer and commencement of construction by October. The project cost is within the 2017 

budget which includes a $250,000 grant from the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. 

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

9.c.1.  Ordinance No. 2017-9 amending and enacting certain section of Part 5 (General Offenses Code), 

Part 7 (Business Regulation Code), and Part 13 (Building Code) of the Blue Ash Code of Ordinances (first 

reading) 

As discussed at the June 8th City Council meeting, the code is in need of several updates with regards to 

solicitation, noise, and building regulations/fees.   

Solicitation  

Courts have declared that solicitation is a first amendment right and that infringement on such free speech is 

unconstitutional.  Therefore it would be appropriate for Council to repeal much of section 705 of the Codified 

Ordinances.  Residents can, however, continue to post notice prohibiting solicitation for which violators can be 

fined. 

Noise 

Noise regulations appear in several places in the code causing confusion and conflict.  In order to clarify the 

code, the noise-related section of 509.09 should be revised to limit certain activities and not the noise they 

produce.  The more specific limitation of noise, greater than 60dba, should continue to reside in the performance 

standards section of the code, 1717.02. 

Building Code 

Part Thirteen of the Code contains provisions that regulate different elements of the development and 

construction process, not just building.  Many of the provisions in the current Code have been replaced or 

superseded.  The proposed revisions to Chapter 1305 update references to the standardized commercial and 

residential building codes, recognize that Codes are now widely available online, delete provisions related to 

condemnation of properties that are duplicated elsewhere in the Code, specifically authorize the collection of fees 

charged to the City for professional assistance with plan reviews, delete fees no longer charged, delete plumbing 

standards that have been superseded, add provisions that allow the City to effectively require that excavations 

be filled and streets cleaned in a timely manner, particularly when associated with demolition or construction by 
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requiring a bond from applicants, and update penalty provisions. 

The proposed revisions to Chapter 1323 include revising the title to better address the scope of the regulations.  

The substance of the Chapter is proposed to be deleted and replaced by reference to the regulations which have 

been enforced by the City since it joined the Hamilton County Storm Water District and adopted the District’s 

regulations.  It also adopts, by reference, comprehensive storm water drainage system regulations that are 

maintained by Hamilton County and have been used by the City for many years. 

All of these revisions remove specific fees from the Code, but reference a fee schedule to be adopted by City 

Council concurrent with the passage of these amendments.  A fee schedule will allow fees to be updated in a 

manner more consistent with those charged for other City services, such as recreation fees.  The proposed fee 

schedule is included for reference and is not proposed as a part of this Ordinance – it will appear on the August 

Council agenda in the form of a resolution.  Some of the proposed fees would be due with an application, instead 

of being charged afterwards, which is more predictable for applicants and simplifies administrative processes for 

the City. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Assistant City Manager. 

9.c.2.  Resolution No. 2017-38 authorizing an economic development agreement with Kenwood Blue Ash 

Development, LLC  

Kenwood Blue Ash Development, LLC has confirmed its intentions to relocate multiple Charter Communications 

operations to 10900 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash.  The City previously committed to a $150,000 forgivable loan to 

help facilitate Charter Communications operations to relocate to the City of Blue Ash in support of this project 

and staff requests formal approval via Resolution.  The project will create an estimated $22.8 million in payroll, 

resulting in $285,000 in annual City earning’s tax. 

Please direct questions regarding this Resolution to the Economic Development Director. 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Tom Adamec, Chairperson 

Vice Mayor Adamec asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2017-36 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-36 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A 2018 TAX BUDGET 

Vice Mayor Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2017-

36. 

Vice Mayor Adamec provided a brief explanation of the various tax revenues that come into 

the City of Blue Ash that helps determine the budget for the following year.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Ryan, Buckman, 

Adamec, Jhaveri, Sirkin, Stoller, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 

No. 2017-36 passed. 

Vice Mayor Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2017-8 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-8 

  AMENDING AND RE-ENACTING SECTION 131.07 OF 

CHAPTER 131 OF THE BLUE ASH CODE OF ORDINANCES 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Vice Mayor Adamec moved, Councilman Sirkin seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Buckman, Adamec, Jhaveri, Sirkin, Stoller, Ryan, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes.  Seven 

yeses.  Motion carried. 

Vice Mayor Adamec moved, Councilman Sirkin seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2017-8.  

In response to Councilman Ryan’s question, Mr. Waltz stated that the amount of public 

records and data, etc. requests have escalated and have consumed an overwhelming 

amount of additional work to the point where it has now cost the City of Blue Ash an entire 

position to answer public records requests exclusively.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, Jhaveri, 

Sirkin, Stoller, Ryan, Buckman, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance 

No. 2017-8 passed. 
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b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2017-37 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-37 

AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS FOR 

ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

NATURE PLAYSCAPE AT SUMMIT PARK 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 

2017-37.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Jhaveri, Sirkin, Stoller, 

Ryan, Buckman, Adamec, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2017-37 passed. 

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, Marc Sirkin, Chairperson 

Councilman Sirkin asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2017-9 in its entirety. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-9 

  AMENDING AND ENACTING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF PART 

FIVE (GENERAL OFFENSES CODE), PART SEVEN 

(BUSINESS REGULATION CODE), AND PART THIRTEEN 

(BUILDING CODE) OF THE BLUE ASH CODE OF 

ORDINANCES (first reading) 

Councilman Sirkin explained that the code amendments are to help clarify noise regulations 

to limit the activities permitted in Section 509.09 and noise levels greater than 60 decibels in 

Section 17.02.  Solicitation in Section 705 needed to be repealed as the Courts found that 

solicitation is a First Amendment right.  Revisions to Part Thirteen of the Building Code 

deletes certain duplications and authorizes a collection of fees (bond) which addresses 

excavations be filled in and streets to be cleaned in a timely manner.  

In response to Councilman Ryan’s question, Mr. Waltz indicated that the revised code 

concerning the stormwater drainage system meets or exceeds the District’s regulations. 

In Section 1305.04, Councilman Ryan expressed his concerns wherein the City allows a 

developer 60 days to begin construction once a structure has been demolished/excavated 

and could also be granted a one-time 30 day extension.  He requested a revision be made to 

all the developer a 30 day allowance to being construction.   

Mr. Waltz welcomed any recommended changes by Council.  He stated that a 60 day 

timeframe is a typical amount of time for developers due to possible delays.  He cautioned 

Council that too many restrictions could result in negative consequences.   

Councilman Ryan motioned that Section 1305.04 be revised from construction to begin in 30 

day following substantial completion of the demolition/excavation so that the excavation is 

not a nuisance or threat to the health, safety, and welfare of the public versus 60 days.  

There was no second to the motion.  Motion failed. 

A second reading of Ordinance No. 2017-9 will be heard during the August 10
th
 Council 

Meeting.   

Councilman Sirkin asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2017-38 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2017-38 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH KENWOOD 

BLUE ASH DEVELOPMENT, LLC 

Councilman Sirkin moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2017-38.  
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There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sirkin, Stoller, Ryan, 

Buckman, Adamec, Jhaveri, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 

2017-38 passed. 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Mr. Waltz stated that City code issues are taken very seriously by Administration.  The Police 

Department has become more community engaged.  There will always be a small 

percentage of non-compliance.  The City codes give the discretion to correct situations that 

may not always be comfortable and the outcome may be disappointing; however, there must 

be a balance to situations such as speeding, high grass, tree cutting, turkeys/ducks, etc.  Mr. 

Waltz requested Council to advise him of any additional Code revisions that Administration 

should review.    

In response to Vice Mayor Adamec requests to address the memo concerning the traffic 

speed analysis, Mr. Waltz stated that speed analysis was done on West Avenue and 

Conklin.  There were 63 details which resulted in 2-3 warning tickets for 4-5 mph over the 

speed limit.  Speed studies were also performed.  The study overwhelmingly demonstrated 

there was not a speeding issue and indicated below average data that was well within the 

thresholds.  There is not a case that merits the City to do anything further; however, the 

situation will continue to be monitored.   

In addressing the citizen’s concern of threats being made upon her, Vice Mayor Adamec 

encouraged the importance to contact the Police Department.    

Councilman Ryan stated there was certain data hidden from the report as to what 

percentage of the speeders were over the 25 mph limit.  He felt a bar chart signifying the 

data would be beneficial.    

Mr. Waltz stated that Administration will do some variations with the report, but it is not likely 

it will resolve the issue.  Once there is a perception and there is an emotional concern; it is 

difficult to dismiss it.   

Councilman Jhaveri stated that the speeding issue on Conklin and West has been on-going 

for six months.  He believes there is merit to the resident’s concerns and the City needs to 

look into it more.  He feels speed bumps could help reduce speeding.     

Councilwoman Stoller contends that implementing speed bumps could cause more 

problems.   

Mr. Waltz reminded Council that if the City should implement speed bumps and the data 

does not support it; any incident that may occur from the speed bumps would now become 

the liability of the City.  If residents want to circulate a petition and even if they receive 100% 

of signatures, the City would have to look into it legally where the liability lies.  When streets 

have existed for 50-60 years, the City needs to be confident about any tweaks and changes 

that are being made from all perspectives.    

In addressing a concern of a citizen earlier in the meeting, Mr. Waltz stated that Mr. Kruse 

has a personal connection when designing a playground around children with special needs. 

The City prides itself on the accessibility.   

Mr. Perry stated that the paving program has begun and curb work is being done on 

designated streets.  The Malsbary connector is being worked on.  The Railroad is moving 

forward with improvements on Malsbary Road and hopes to be completed by the end of the 

year.  The City is finalizing the connector road on Cooper Road which realigns the access 

points from the Rec Center and the Municipal Building.   

Parks and Recreation Director Chuck Funk stated that the paths and trails around the ponds 

at Summit Park will be opening up in late July.  The plants are beginning to establish 

themselves; however, it will take a few years to be fully established.     

Vice Mayor Adamec indicated that judging for the Beautification Awards has been completed 

and congratulated the residents for keeping their yard landscaping up and to help make the 

City beautiful.  
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Council Members expressed their appreciation for the Nature Playscape presentation given 

by Mr. Kruse and feel it will be a fantastic addition to Summit Park.   

Council Members expressed their gratitude to all of the various City departments for all the 

efforts made in the outstanding success of Red, White and Blue Ash with a record 

attendance.   

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Councilman Buckman moved, Councilman 

Sirkin seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to Economic 

Development Assistance and Personnel Matters.  The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Stoller, Ryan, Buckman, Adamec, Jhaveri, Sirkin, and Mayor Czerwonka voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

After matters pertaining to Economic Development Assistance and Personnel Matters were 

discussed, Councilwoman Stoller moved, Vice Mayor Adamec seconded to convene to the 

regular meeting. A voice vote was taken. All Council members voted yes. Motion carried. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Buckman moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All 

members voted yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:48 PM. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Lee Czerwonka, Mayor 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 

 

 

MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 

 

________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Administrative Assistant 
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